
 

 

 
 

Gun Owners of America Endorse Tom Leatherwood 
 

Calls Leatherwood’s Support of 2nd Amendment Rights for Veterans  
“Clear Difference” Between Him and Incumbent 

 
For Immediate Release 
Contacts:  For Gun Owners of America, Larry Pratt at 703/321-8585   

     For the Leatherwood Campaign, Bob Pipkin at 901/202-3555 
 
 
Arlington, TN (July 17) – Gun Owners of America, one of the nation’s leading advocates for 
the Second Amendment, has endorsed Tom Leatherwood in the race for the 7th District 
congressional nomination.   
 
The group cited Leatherwood’s lengthy record of support for gun owners’ rights, and praised his 
commitment to protecting the 2nd Amendment rights of veterans.   
 
GOA Executive Director Larry Pratt said Leatherwood’s opponent, incumbent Marsha 
Blackburn, “supported a bill that allows the government to ban certain veterans from purchasing 
firearms without judicial oversight.  Leatherwood, on the other hand, will support the ‘Veterans 
Second Amendment Protection Act,’ a bill that protects veterans’ rights.”  
 
Leatherwood and Blackburn will face off in the August 7 Republican Primary. 
 

-30- 
 
About Tom Leatherwood:  Tom presently serves as Register of Deeds for Shelby County. In 
this position, he has returned money to the Shelby County budget every year. He served eight 
years in the Tennessee Senate where he was a leading opponent of a state income tax and fought 
to balance the budget with spending cuts.  
 
A geology graduate of the University of Memphis, he worked in energy exploration and as a 
schoolteacher. He is married to the former Melissa Mills, the daughter of educators who served 
in Hardin and McNairy Counties.  They have four daughters.  Additional information is available 
at www.votetomleatherwood.com, by calling 901-867-7780, or by emailing Leatherwood at 
tomleatherwood@bellsouth.net.   
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